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of State in St. Pctcrsburgh ventured to withstand what was known to be his wish. ITis walking-stick w;is laid upon the table, and silence at once fell upon all. In like manner, before: that editor who should trouble himself and his readers with attempting to refute Johnson's arguments, paradoxical as they often were, should be placed Reynolds'* portrait of that 'labouring working mind1.1 It might make him reflect that if the mighty rcasoncr could rise up and meet him face (o face, he would be sure, on which ever side tho right might be, even if at first his pistol missed fire to knock him down with the butt-end of it'J. I have attempted therefore not to criticise but to illustrate Johnson's statements. I have compared them with the opinions of the more eminent men among his contemporaries, and with his own as they are contained in other parts of his Lift\ and in his writings. It is in his written works that his real opinion can lie most surely funnel. 'He owned he sometimes talked for victory; he was too conscientious to make error permanent, and pernicious \iy deliberately writing1 it V My numerous extracts from the eleven volumes of his collected works will, I trust, not only give a truer insight into the nature of tin; man, but also will show the greatness of the author to a generation of readers who have wandered into widely different paths.
In my attempts to tract: the quotations of which both Johnson and Hoswcll were somewhat lavish, I have not in every case been successful, though I have received liberal assistance from more than one friend. In one ease my long search was rewarded by the discovery that Hoswell was quoting himself. That I have lighted upon the beautiful lines which Johnson quoted when he saw the Highland girl singing at her wheel'1, and have found out who was 'one Giffard,' or rather Clifford, 'a parson,' is to me a source of just triumph. I have not known many happier hours than the one in which in the Library of the
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